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ENITOLLED

Regular Session,20l2

TIOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. I23

BY REPRESENTATIVE THIBAUT

ro estab,ish rbe Fa,se -,":;:::,:):::::" ,J:)0. ., i,s nrernbcrship arrd

responsibi lities.

WHEREAS, False River, an oxbow lake formed fi'onr a bend in the Mississippi

River, is locatcd in Pointe Coupee Parish; and

WHEREAS, False River, a lake well known for its nalural scenic beauty and fol the

fact lhat it is an important natural resource that supports an abundance of recrcational

activities, including fishing, swirnming, waterskiing, boating, birding, and watelfowl

hunting; and

WHEREAS, thcsc scenic and rccreational opportunities are critical components

necessary to the economic wetl-being of the legion surrounding the lake and, indeed, to the

state as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Alticle IX, Section I of the Constitution of Louisiana declat'es that the

',natufal resources ofthe state, including .,. water... shall be protccted, conserved, and

replenished insolar as possible and consistent with the health, safety, and rvelfare of the

people. The Legislature shall enact laws to inrplement this policy"; and

WHEREAS, the aquatic habitat of False River has been in a state of decline due to

a variety ofcauses, inclu<ling increased runofffrom the developrnent ofthe sunounding

land, shor.cline modifications an<l development, and the sedilnent and nutl'ient colltent ol

runoff from agriculhu.al tlevelopment, mnoff that at its peak lesulted in tens of thousand tons

oflsilt being deposited annually into the lake; and

WHEREAS, these causes havenegatively inlpacted and uraycontintre to threaten and

degr.ade the vahte ofthe lake as a valuable resource for wildlife habirat and as a source of

econonric activity that stimulates the surrounding area and should allow fol the incl'eased

enjoynrent ofthe lake; and
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IicR NO. 123 $N-ROI',LAD

WFIEREAS, in an efforl to acldrcss thcsc issues, in 2001, the united States Artny

corps of Engineers began thc "False Rivel Aquatic Resotrrces Ecosysteln Restoration

projcct" wlrich ". , . rvoulrl cnhance aucl re.slore rhe l;alse lliver ecosystetn by enhancing

fisheries and wildlife habitat, addressirrg scclitnctrtation and associated water quality issues

in False River'. . 
"'; 

and

WHEREAS, although it began in 2001 with an allocation ot'ten thousand dollars

which lcsulted in the Project Restolation Plan being cornpleted and submitted to (he Corps'

Mississippi Valley Division fol approval in Ar"rgust 2002, thc requiled prelinrinary

ecosystem study by tlre colps went uulitndcd liom 2003 through 2009 and theretbre is

culrently stalled; and

WFIEREAS, the corps in 201 I , anDounced that the y had been notified in Decernber

2010, of an atlocalion of four ltundred thousand dollars for the project, an amount that

represents the total sutn necessary to complete only the prelirninary ecosystem study for the

False River Ecosystern Restoration Projectl and

WHEREAS, although the Corps lracl annourrced tlrat theywele on schedule to felease

the final repoft in Febntary 2012, a clea<lline that has passed with no t'epott and, fol lack of

any fufiher funding, the corys has once again postponed the release of the results of the

Project Restoration Plan; and

WHEREAS, any further action by the colps will necessitate adequate funding to

complete the shrdy and irnplement the remedial action but, at the curi'ent time, there is no

indication of when that funding might be folthcotning and available lor these purposes; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Louisiana deserve to have a lestored and sustainable

False River and an essential step in that process is development and agreement on a

practicable plan with achievable goals ancl measurable milestones of achieveucnt for how

best to restore and sustain the lake, along with an estiulation ofcost for tlrose restoration

efforts; and

WHEREAS, it is essential to couclnct a caretitl aDd deliberate scientific study to

tlevelop a sound and lasting solution to the detetiolation ofthe quality ofthe False River'

watelsherl, it is also essential that actiol baserl on tlre reconrnrendations developed in this

sludy be implemented as expedif iously as possiblc in order to preselve' pl'otect' alld errhatrce

these rcsottlces now and for generatiorls to cotlre; and
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WItERI-IAS, there at'e several stale and local agerrcies. including tlte Departurent of

Agricqlture and Forestry, {he l)cpartnlent of Envirolrnrental Quality, the Depafllrletl( of

Health and Hospitals, arrd the Departrnent of Wildlii'e and Fishcries, with expcltise,

knowlctlge, and lesources essential to identily and evaluate the problcrns plesent in the False

River rvaters|ed, the Departrnent of Natural Resources and the Pointe Coupee Parish Police

.luty have bcen designated as the local sponsors tbr the "False River Aquatic Resources

Ecosystenr Restotation Proiect"; and

WHEREAS, it is inrportant that the designated local sponsols of the Corps projcct

bl.ing together all the applopriate state and local govefnlncnts togethel with all the various

stakeholders intet'ested in the restoration of False River to identify the problems, deterrnine

solulions, and irnplemcnt remedies to reslol'e, preserve, and enhance the health and

sustainability of the False River watershed; and

WIIEREAS, to achieve lhe goal of a restored False River Watershed as quickly and

completely as possible, it is neuessary to bling togethet'the various government interests, as

well as nongovelnmental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized knowledge or'

whosc mcmbcrs represent l€source uset's in the False River watershed.

THEITEFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the l"egislature of Louisiana does hereby

create the False River Watelshed Council, whose tnembership shall be as follows:

(l) The conrnissioncr of the Depal'hnent of Agriculture and Folestry or his

designee within tlre departrnent.

(2) Thc sccretary of thc Department of Environmental Quality or his designee

withill tlre department,

(3) Tlre secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals or his desigrree

within the department.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources ol his designee within

the clepaltrnerrt, who will setvc as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Departrnent of Wildlife and Fisheries ot'his designee

within the departrnent, rvhorn sball sellr'e as chail'of the council'

(6) The state sellator fi'om Senate Distlict 17.

(7) Thc state representative fi'onr House District 18.

(8) Trvo nretnbers to be seleclcd by thc senator fi'otn Senate District l7-
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(9) Two rnenrbers appointed lry lhe represellative fi'oln ]lorrsc District 18.

(10) 'fwo metnbers appointed by thc J)oillte Coupee Parish Police JtrLy'

(l l) One rnetnber appointed by the Poirle Coupee Parish Sheriff'

(12) One member appointed by the rnayol of the city ol'New Roads'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that tlre urembers of tbe Falsc River Watelshed

Council shall not be cntitled lo receive any salary, per dienr, expenscs' rnileage, or othet

emollients of the oflce for their scruice on this conrnrission, otttsidc of any that they may

be entitled to by virtue ol'their service jn another public olfice.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the propel tinre, contact the

following federal resoutce agencies to solicit their views and input with tespect to

cornpleting the study requcstcd by this Resolution:

(1) United Statcs Anny Corps of Engineers.

(2) Uniled States Fish and Wildlife Service'

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Sewice.

(5) United Statcs Deparlmenl of Agriculture.

(6) National OceanographicandAtmosphericAdministratiotr'

(7) United States Environnrental Protection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the rnenrbers ol the False River watershed

Council shall meet as often as necessary to deliberate and ploduce a report that rvill identily,

review, and cvaluate rnanagcmcnt stl'ategies to facilitate the goal of irnploving the aqtratic

habitat of False River; to provicle recormnendations fol llle oplinral rlanagcrncnt and

protection of rhe resources within the False I{iver watershed, including but not limited to (he

following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality, excess nutrient alrd

sedirnent run-off nranagetnent, shoreline tnodification tnanagemenl, wate[shed con.servation

rreasures, and innovative habitat restoration lncthodology; cooldination offedelal, state, and

local effbrts lo improve a1{ protect rvater qualify; sud'ace water resoulce nlatragement atrd

protection policies; recomnrendations for'(he optimal ntanagerllent and ptotection of the

natural r.esources in the False River watelshed; identification ofvarious funding options lor

ongoing roaintenancc of thc Falsc Rivel watershed; t'econrnlended changes to cul'l'ellt
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procedurcs alld praclices to ulake lhe rnauagement and lrlotection o1'the nattrral resoul'ces

in the F-alse River watershcd nrore efficicnt. comprehensive, and sttstainable.

BE IT FUI{THEI{ I{ESOLVED tlrar rbe repor.r shall be subrnitted to lhc Housc

Conrn:ittce On Natural ResouLces and Environtnetrt and the Serrate Cotnmittee on

Environmental Quality no later than May I , 20 I 3, and that uriless lhe False River Watershed

Council is extenderi by lulther action of the Louisiana Legislature, it shall cease to exist

January I 1,2016.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be tlansmitted to the

Poinle Coupee Par.ish Police Jury, the cornmissiorrer of agliculture, the'secfetary of the

Departmenr of Environrretnal Quality, thc secretary ol the Departnrent o[ Health and

Hospitals, the secletal] ofthe Departrrtent olNatural llesources, and the secretaly ofthe

Department of Wildlife and Fishcrics.

SPEAKER OI.'THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF"THE SENATE
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201-5 l{egular Sessitrn

HOTJSh] CONCT.IRRENT RF,SOI"U'IION NO. 230

BY I(LPRIISENIATIVE III ItsAL]"I:

A CJO NCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council until June 30, 2016.

WHEREAS, House Concunenl Resolution No. 123 of the 2012 Regular sessiou of

the l.ouisiana Legislature cleated the False River Watershed Council consisting of twelve

reprosentatives of state dgenoy, locral govcrnment agencies, tbe legislafure, and concemed

citizens; and

W.[{HRHAS, the council was oharged with mecting to ". . . de]iberate and produce

a report that will identif, review, and evaluate managentetrt sfraregies to facilitate dre goal

of inrprovigg lhe aquatic habitat rrf False River; to provide rccornmendations for the optirnal

managenent and protectir:n ofthe resourceswithinthe IialseRiverwatershed, including but

nor lintited ro the lbllowiug: the $tudy of irnpacts and potential inrpacts t0 \vater quality,

exoess nutrient an1l se<Jiment run-of'f management, Sttorelirle modification managenrent,

watershed conservation uleasurcs, and innovative habitat restoration rnetho<loklgy;

coorrJiflation oflb<leral, state, aod local eftixts to inrprovc and protect water quality; surface

water resource management and protection potioics; recomrueudations for tlre optinral

mgDagemeilt ,anr1 protection. oJi the natu(al rcsouroes in the lrlrlse River watershed;

jclentificatiol <rf various funding options ftrr ongoing maintenance of the False River

watershed; recomrnended clrarrges to curTeltt procedures and practices to make the

managemcnt and protoction of the natural resolrces in the False River watershed more

effi cicnt, comprehensive, and sustainatrle"; and

WI-IEREAS, llouse Concurrent Resolution No. 123 provides that thc council shall

cease to exist on January 11,2016, ". . , unless it is extended by lirrther action ofthe

Loui.siana Legislature. . ,"; and

WFIER]]AS, the Louisiana lrgislature finds it necessary to extend the existence of

tlre False River Watershcd Courrcil an additional six months until Ju[c 30,2016'
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TFIFRh,F'ORH, IIE [r .R.hSOI;VF;D tbat the L.egisluture of Louisjuna d0es ]rereby

extentl the existence of the !'alse River Watershed Couneil untit June 30, 2016-

SPEAKER OF'lti.b HOUSJ: OF RDPRBSEIN'|AIVHS

OF T}IE SENATE
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ENROLLED

2020 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 35

BY REPRESENTATIVE LACOMBE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council and provide for its

membership.

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 123 of the 2012 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False Rivcr Watershed Council consisting of rwelve

representatives ofstate agencies, local government agencies, the legislature, and concemed

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with rneeting to ". ' ' deliberate and produce

a report that will identify, review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal

of improving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the resources within the False River watershed, including but

not limitcd to thc following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality,

excess nutrient and sediment run-off management, shoreline modification management,

watershed conservation measures, and innovative habitat restoration methodology;

coordination offederal, state, and Iocal efforts to improve and protect water quality; srtrface

water resource management and protection policies; recommendations for the optimal

management and protectiolr of thc natural resources in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the F'alse River

watershed; recommended changes to cunent procedures and practices to make the

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed more

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 123 provides that the council shall

cease to exist on January 11,20t6, ". .. unless it is extended by ftrrther action ofthe

Louisiana Legislature. . ."; and
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WHEREAS, House concunent Resolution No. 230 of the 2015 Regular session of

the Louisiana Legislahrre contintled the council's existence trntil June 30, 2016; and

WHEREAS, House Concunent Resolution No. 36 of the 2016 Regrrlar Session of

tlre Louisiana Legislature continued the council's existence rlntil June 30, 2017; and

WHEREAS, House Concunent Resolution No. 52 olthe 2017 Regutar Session of

the Louisiana Legislature continued the council's cxistence until January 13,2020;and

WHEREAS, the participants in the watershed council's el'forts for'". . . irnproving the

aquatic habitat of False River; to providc recommendations for the optimal rranagement and

protection of the resources within the False River watershed , . ," are trnited in their desire

to continue those efforts through continued existence of the False River Watershed Council;

aud

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored False River watershed as quickly and

completely as possible, it continues to be necessary to bring together thc various government

interests, as well as nongovernmental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized

knowledge or whose members represent resource users in the False River waterslted.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hercby

extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council, whose membership shall be as

follows:

(1) ThecommissioneroftheDepartmentofAgricultureandForestryorhisdesignee

within the department.

(2) ThesecretaryoftheDepa$mentofEnvironmentalQualityorhisdesigneewithin

thc department.

(3) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Hcalth or his designee within the

department.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Natural Rcsources or his designee within the

departmcnt, who will serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) Thc sccretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee within

the department, who shall serve as chair of the council'

(6) The state senator from Senate District 17.

(7) The state representative from House District 18.

(8) Two members to be setected by the senator from Senate District 17.

(9) Two members appointed by the representative from House District 18.

( I 0) Two members appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury.

(l I ) The director ofthe Office ofErnergency Preparedness - Pointe Coupee Parish.
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(12) One tnember appointed by the mayor of the city of New Roads'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tlrat the council shall submit an annual report to the

House Committee on Natural Resources and Environtnent and the Senate Comnrittee on

Natural Resources no later than thirty days prior to the convening of each year's regular

session.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that thc members of the False River watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salary, per dienr, expenses, mileage, or other

emoluments of the office for thcir service on tlris comrnission, outside of any that lhey may

be entitled to by virtue oftheir service in another public office'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

(1) United States Army Corps of Engineers'

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service'

(3) United States Gcological Survey.

(4) National Resources Cotrseryation Service'

(5) United States Department of Agriculture'

(6) NationalOceanographicandAtmosphelicAdministration'

(7) United States Environmental Protection Agency'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, the commissioner of agriculturc, the secretary of the

Department of Environmental Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health,

the secretary of the Department of Nattrral Resources, and the secretary of the Department

of Wildlife and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATB
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ENIIOLLED

201 6 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRIJNI' ITESOLUTION NO. 36

BY REPRESENTATIVE TI.I II]AUT

ro cxrcnd rhe existe,,cc 
", 

;::::::'T:::":'.""*ntir June 30, zo 1'l

WllllItEAS, IIouse Concurlent Resolulion No. 123 of the 2012 Regula| Session of

lhe Logisiana Legislature created tbe False Rivcr Watcrshed Council consisling of twelve

l.epresentatives ofstate agencies, local government agencies, lhe legislatul'e, ancl concetned':

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with meeting to ". . . deliberate and pt'oduce

a report that will identify, review, and evaluate managcment strategies to facilitate the goal

of improving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recornnrendations for the optimal

lutanagemelt and plotectiorr of the resources within the False River watershed, including but

not limited to the following: the study of irnpacts and potential impacts to water quality,

excess nutrient and scdirnent run-off lnanagement, shoreline modification management,

watershed conserrratiou lnoasures, and innovative habitat rcstoration methodology;

coorrlination offederal, state. and local effolts to irnprove and prot€ct water qualiiy; surface

water resource management and protection policies; l'ecomlnendations for the optilnal

management and plotection of the natural resortrces in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False River

watersbed; recommended changes to cltn'ent proccdures and praclices to make the

managentent and protection ofthe nanual resources in the False River watershed more

effi cient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, IIouse Concurrent Resolution No. 123 provided that the council shall

cease to exist on Janualy ll,2016, ".. . utrless it is extcndcd by flurther action ofthe

Louisiana Legislatule. . ."; and
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WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No.230 of tbe 2015 Regular Session

extended the existence ofthe council until June 30,2016; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legislature finds it necessary to extend the existence of

the False Rivel Watershed Council an additional year until June 30, 2017.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council until June 30,2017 '

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRL,Sb,N'I'A'IIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENROLLED

2017 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO.52

BY REPRESENTATIVE TH IBAUT

ro ex,end the exis,ence ",;::::::l::::.::),rn,ir 
Januarv r3,2020, and

provide for its Inembersbip.

WFIEREAS, House Concurent Resolution No. 123 of the 2012 Regrrlar Session of

tlre Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watcrshed Council consisting of twelve

I'epresentatives ofstate agencies, looal government agencies, lhe legislatule, and concenred

citizeusl and

WHEREAS, thc council was charged with meeting to ". . . delibclate and produce

a report that will identif, review, and evalnate managcnrent slrategies to facilitate the goal

oflirnprnving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recomuendalions fol the optinral

management and protection of the resources within the False Rivet'watershed, including but

not limited to the following: the study of itnpacts and potential irnpacts to water quality,

exccss nutrient and sediment tun-off rnanagement, shot'eline nrodification managetnent,

watershed conseryation measures, and innovative habitat reslolation lnethodology;

coordination offederal, state, and local efforts 1.o inrprove and prolect water quality; surface

water resoulce management and protection policies; recornrnendations fot tlre optin,al

management and protection of the natural l'esoulces in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenar'lce of the False River

watershecl; recOrunrcndcd challges to curlent procedttl'es and praclices to make the

management and protection of the nahtral resoufces in the False River watershed nlol'e

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, House Concurent Resolution No. 123 provides thnt the council shall

cease to exist on January 11,2016, ". . unless it is extended by further action oftlte

Louisiana Legislatut'e. . ."; and
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WI'IEREAS, Housc Concttrt'cnt ltesolution No. 230 of the 2015 Rcgulal Session of

the LouisiaDa Legislature continucd the oouncil's exislence until Jrrnc 30,201(r; and

WHEREAS, Housc CoDcur.renr Rcsohrtion No. 36 of the 2016 Regulal session of

the Louisiala Legislalule continued the conttcil's existence gntil June 30,2017; and

WHERF.AS, the palticipants in the watelshed council's eflbrts for'". . . inrproving the

aqgatic hahitat of Falsc Rivcr; to plovidc recon)rlrendatiolts for the opt inlal lnanageMent alld

protectiou of the resourccs within thc False Rivel watershed . . ." are tlnited in thcir desil'e

to continue those eflorts through con(inued existence of the False River Watershed Council;

and

WIIEREAS, to achieve the goal ol a restored False River watelshed as quickly and

cornpletely as possible, it conlinues to be ncccssary lo bl'ing togetlter the various government

interests, as well as nongovelnlnental stakeholder olganizations who possess specialized

knowledge or whose members represent resoul'ce users in the False River waterslted.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislattu-e of Louisiana does heleby

extend until January 13,2020, the existence of the False River Watershed Council, whose

menrbership shall bc as follows:

(l) The comrnissioner of tbe Departnrent of Agriculture and Fol'estly or his

designee within the depaltrrent.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee

within the department.

(3) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee within

the department.

(4) The secretary of the Departnrent of Natur'al Resotn ces or ltis designee withirl

the deparlment, who will selve as vice chail of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Departnrent of Wildlit'e and Fisheries or his designee

within the departnent, who shall serr'e as chair of thc cortncil.

(6) The state senator 1l'orr Senate Distlict 17.

(7) The state representalive florn l-lorrse Distlict 18.

(S) Two nrembers to be selected by the senalor frotn Senate District l7'

(9) Two mernbcls appointcd by the represeutalive froln House District 18.

(10) Two menrbet's appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury.
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(l l) The tlit'ector of thc Officc of Ernergency Preparedness .. Pointe Coupee

Parislr.

(12\ One member appointed by the nayor of ttre city of New Roads'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall submit a repoft lo the

legislature no loter than thilty days pliol to the convening ofthe 2018 Regrrlar Session.

BE IT I'URTHER RESOLVED that thc t't'tclnbets of the False Rivel' Watersbed

Council shall not be entitled to receive aly salary, per diern, expenses, mileage, or othel

emolnnrents of the office for theil selvice on this cotntrission, otttside of any that they may

be cntitled to by vil'tue of their service in another public office.

BE lT FURTIIER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respcct to

cornpleting the study requested by this Resolution;

(l) United States Arnry Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resourccs Conservation Service.

(5) United States Depaltrnent of Agliculture'

(6) NationatOceanographicandAtmosphericAdministration.

(7) United States Dnvironmental Protection Agency'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

Pointe coupee Parish Police Jury, the commissioner of agriculture, the secletary of the

Department of Enviromuental Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health,

tlte secl'etaty of the Depal'tment of Natural Resources, and the secretaryof the Departnrent

of Wildlif'e and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENROLLED

2024 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. I40

BY REPRESENTATIVE LACOMBE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To continue the False River Watershed Council, amend its membership, and provide for its

responsibilities.

WHEREAS, House Concument Resolution No. 123 of the 2012 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watershed Council consisting of

representatives ofstate agencies, local government agencies, the legislature, and concerned

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with meeting to ". . ' deliberate and produce

a report that will identify, review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal

of improving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the resources within the False River watershed, including but

not lirnited to the following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality'

excess nutrient and sediment run-off management, shoreline modification management'

watershed conservation measures, and innovative habitat restoration methodology;

coordination offederal, state, and local efforts to improve and protect water quality; surface

water resource management and protection policies; recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False River

watershed; recommended changes to current procedures and practices to make the

lnanagemeut and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed more

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, the participants in the watershed cottncil's efforts for ". . . improving the

aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations forthe optimal matragement and

protection of the resources within the False River watershed . . ." are united in their desire
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to colltinge those efforts through continued existence of the False River Waterslred Council;

and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored False River Watershed as quickly and

completely as possible, it is necessary to bring together the various government interests, as

well as nongovernmental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized knowledge or

whose,members represent resource users itr the False River watelshed; and

WHEREAS, the snccess of the council is dependent upon the participation of the

mernbers, who are carefully chosen for their unique qualifications and subject lnatter

expertise; and

WHEREAS, the council's objectives will be best accomplished by amending its

membership to optimize the participation of its members.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

continue the False River Watershed Council, whose amended membership shall be as

follows:

(1) The commissioner of the Depaftment of Agriculture and Forestry or his

designee within the department.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee

within the department.

(3) The secretary of the Department of Health or his designee within the

department.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Energy and Natural Resources or his

designee within the department, who shall serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee

within the deparlment.

(6) One member to be selected by the senator of Senate District l7'

(7) One member to be selected by the representative of House District 18.

(8) One member appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Council.

(9) The parish president ofPointe Coupee Parish or his designee, who shall serve

as the chairman of the council.

(10) The director of the Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

Preparedness for Pointe Coupee Parish.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall subrnit an annual report to the

House Cornmittee on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Committee on

Natural Resources no later than thilry days prior to the convening ofeach year's regular

sessron.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the False River Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive arty salary, per diem, expenses, mileage, or other

emollients of the office for their seryice on this cornmission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by viftue of their seruice in another public office'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

( I ) United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Service.

(5) United States Department of Agriculture.

(6) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

(7) United States Environmental Protection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and

Forestry, the secretary of the Depatment of Environmental Quality, the secretary of the

Depaftment of Health, the secretary of the Department of Energy and Natural Resources, and

the secretaly of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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